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A FATHER OF ENORMOUS IMPACT 

 
GENESIS 17:1-7 (NLT) 
1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him 
and said, “I am El-Shaddai — ‘God Almighty.’ Serve me faithfully 
and live a blameless life. 2 I will make a covenant with you, by which 
I WILL GUARANTEE TO GIVE YOU COUNTLESS DESCENDANTS.” 
 
3 At this, Abram fell face down on the ground. Then God said to 
him, 4 “This is my covenant with you: I WILL MAKE YOU THE FATHER OF 
A MULTITUDE OF NATIONS! 5 What’s more, I am changing your name. 
It will no longer be ABRAM. Instead, you will be called ABRAHAM, 
[Abram means “exalted father”; Abraham sounds like a Hebrew term that means 
“father of many.”] for YOU WILL BE THE FATHER OF MANY NATIONS. 6 I will 
make you extremely fruitful. Your descendants will become many 
nations, and kings will be among them! 
 
7 “I will confirm my covenant with you and your descendants after 
you, from generation to generation. This is the everlasting covenant: I 
will always be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 
 
Our story presents two characters: 
 • Abram... 
 • and God. 
 

ABRAM: 
• Abram is an        ,       ,        man. 
 “ORDINARY” =  
 “ELDERLY” =  
 “CHILDLESS” =  
 
• Abram                to be a father.  (Genesis 15:1-3) 
 
• His wife could not have children, and that caused the couple       and        .  
  (Genesis 11:30; 16:1-3) 

 
GOD: 
• God loves to              to people.  (v. 1a) 
 
• God loves to              himself to people.  (v. 1b) 
  He reveals himself here as El Shaddai = “God Almighty”. 
 

• God cares how his beloved children        their      .  (v. 1c) 
  “Serve me faithfully” (“Live as if you were always in my presence”) 
  “and live a blameless life” (“live a life of integrity” — JOHN GOLDINGAY:). 
 
• God loves to give                to his children.  (v.2) 
  See Matthew 7:11; Luke 11:13; 1 Timothy 6:17. 
 
• God gives Abram the     &        of being “Father Abraham”.  (vv. 2, 4, 6) 
 

 

God gives ordinary, limited, powerless people the opportunity 
of making an enormous impact on the world… 

through generations to come! 
 

 
GENESIS 15:1-7 (NIV) 
1 After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: 
 

  “Do not be afraid, Abram. 
    I am your shield, 
    your very great reward.” 
 
2 But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I re-
main childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so 
a servant in my household will be my heir.” 
 

• God offers        to Abram...but Abram wants                 . 
 



4 Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your 
heir, but A SON WHO IS YOUR OWN FLESH & BLOOD WILL BE YOUR HEIR.” 
5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the 
stars — if indeed you can count them.” 
 
Then he said to him, “SO SHALL YOUR OFFSPRING BE.” 
 
6 ABRAM BELIEVED THE LORD, and he credited it to him as right-
eousness. 
 
• God          about — and         — Abram’s      . 
 

• God wants to bless us “far        what we can even         ”! 
 

 

EPHESIANS 3:20-21 (The Message) 

God can do ANYTHING, you know — 
far more than you could ever imagine or guess 

or request in your wildest dreams! 
He does it not by pushing us around but by working within us, 

his Spirit deeply and gently within us. 
  

 

• Abram          the Lord.  Every successful father     the      . 
 
 
GENESIS 12:1-4 (NLT) 
1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your rela-
tives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show 
you. 2 I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make 
you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 3 I will bless those 
who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the 
families on earth will be blessed through you.” 
 
4 So Abram departed as the Lord had instructed, and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 
 

• God wants to bless      and I. 
 

• God wants to bless                you and I.  (We are blessed to BE a blessing!) 
 

• God wants to bless       who bless     and I. 
    (God blesses us in community, not isolation.) 
 

• God wants to bless     the       of the world          and I. 
 


