
 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ….may 
give you the Spirit[a] of wisdom and revelation, so that you 
may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may 

be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which 
he has called you. Ephesians 1:17-18

Consider Jesus Teaching - The Parable of the Pharisee and 
the Tax Collector

To some who were confident of their own righteousness 
and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 
“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and 
prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—
robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I 
fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’

“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even 
look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner.’

“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 
justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.” Luke 18:9-14
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Defining the problem – Our own righteousness, looking
for __________________.

Key Teachings By Jesus

1. The Pharisee was focused on his______________ behaviors 
not the condition of his __________.

The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you 
that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulter-
ers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and 
give a tenth of all I get.’ Luke 18:11

You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adul-
tery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully 
has already committed adultery with her in his heart. Matthew 
5:27-28

2.  Getting your life right with God starts with ______________ 
His amazing grace—Not a ___________________ with other 
people.

“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even 
look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner.’ Luke 18:13
 

The Pharisee

m ________________________

m ________________________

m ________________________

The Tax Collector

m ________________________

m ________________________
 
m ________________________



In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgive-
ness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that 
he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding. 
Ephesians 1:7-8

3. The tax collector went home _______________because he 
_____________himself and returned to his savior and Lord. 

“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home jus-
tified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
Luke 18:14

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is 
his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the 
west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. Psalm 
103:11-12


